Infant Program

Key Concepts for Parent Communication

Partnership with Families:
e Infants thrive on a strong partnership between caregivers and families. Consistent communication
between the two ensures the best support for the infant’'s development.

Developmental Changes:
¢ Infants undergo rapid growth and change. Their needs, routines, and temperaments are shaped by their
age, development, environment, and interactions. Caregivers play a critical role in adapting to these
changes and providing responsive care.

Curriculum Foundation:
e The foundation of the infant room curriculum is built on relationship-building, observation, and a deep
understanding of developmental milestones. This allows educators to tailor their approach to each
child’s individual needs and growth.

Core Concepts in Infant Development

Attachment & Trust:
e Building strong, trusting relationships with infants is essential for their emotional and social
development. Close physical contact and consistency in caregiving help foster attachment.

Respect for Development:
¢ Infants are respected as active participants in their learning journey. Educators respond to their
individual rhythms and needs with patience and respect.

Play as a Tool for Learning:
e Playis a critical element of learning in the infant room. Educators encourage play by offering new ways
to interact, introducing developmentally appropriate toys, and allowing infants to explore at their own
pace.

Examples: Positioning babies near each other promotes peer interaction, while introducing manipulatives
enhances sensory play.

Educator's Role in Infant Development

Primary Caregivers & Play Partners:
e Primary caregivers build strong, secure relationships with each child, fostering trust and consistency.
Educators play alongside infants, not just supervise, to actively support their development.

Individualized Support:
e Eachinfant’s curriculum is individualized to meet their specific developmental needs. Educators focus on
understanding each child’s unique rhythms and adjusting interactions to support growth.
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Predictable Routine & Environment:
e A consistent daily routine provides infants with the stability and security they need to thrive. This
predictability supports emotional regulation and success in the classroom.

e Physical Space: Infants are given ample space to explore freely, with educators close by to facilitate
their exploration when needed.

Free Exploration & Challenge:
e Educators provide opportunities for infants to explore materials independently, focusing on the process
rather than product. This approach promotes problem-solving, skill development, and mastery through
exploration.

Classroom Environment & Materials

e Organized and Accessible Materials: Shelves and toys are always available, organized logically, and
accessible to infants. This supports independent exploration and fosters a sense of autonomy.

¢ Engaged Educators: Educators are active participants in play, offering guidance, encouragement, and
opportunities for growth. They are essential in facilitating learning and building on each infant's prior
experiences.

summary:

In the infant program, the focus is on relationship-building, individualized care, and fostering development
through play.

Educators engage directly with infants, offering support and opportunities for growth, while respecting each
child’s unique developmental journey.
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